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When we decided to create our first virtual concert for the 2020-2021 season, we invited our

orchestral musicians to come up with music they could play collaboratively and safely in small

groups. We expected a variety of styles, periods, and instrumental combinations, but we never

expected the wonderful variety our musicians offered. 

In our five pieces on this debut program, we have music from four centuries: 17th through 20th

(and nearly the 21st). We start in the 1690s with a trio sonata for oboes that may (or may not) be

by a 10-year old Handel. We’ll likely never know for sure who wrote it, but it’s wonderfully

baroque and gives the oboes a great workout.

Then we leap to the most modern music, Astor Piazzola’s "History of the Tango." Piazzolla can

be seen as the Argentinean Gershwin, stunningly successful in both popular and classical music.

Gershwin sought to bring jazz to the concert hall; Piazzolla did the same for the tango, this time

for violin and guitar in music with a sophisticated yet catchy local flavor.

With Beethoven’s 250th birthday coming up next month, it’s a joy to have some unknown

Beethoven on the program. What’s especially fascinating is that it’s a piece by Beethoven that

Beethoven himself never heard. In fact, he didn’t finish it. What we hear is a sketch by a youthful

Beethoven that was finished decades later by an otherwise unknown composer named Zellner.

And it’s for a unique ensemble of instruments: oboe, bassoon, and three horns. And I thought I

knew everything Beethoven wrote!
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Okay, it’s time for a quiz: Name a Canadian composer. The only one to pop to my mind is R.

Nathaniel Dett, a pioneering African Canadian creator whom a lot of us think of as African

American. The only other ones I can think of are more popular types: Percy Faith, Paul Anka,

Neil Young, Joni Mitchell, Gordon Lightfoot, and Howard Shore (who composed those

fascinating scores for the Lord of the Rings films).

I had never heard of Morley Calvert till our brass quintet brought forth his "Suite from the

Monteregian Hills." I had never heard of these hills either, but thanks to our enterprising brass

players I now know a fascinating new piece and a new geographic area. Kristina and I have

always loved traveling in Canada. On our next trip we’ll check out those hills near Montreal.

We close with the only well-known piece on the program: the opening movement of Dvorak’s

"American String Quartet." His most often performed music for a small group, the "American"

is a masterpiece, arguably the greatest chamber piece composed on American soil.

Notes by Jere Lantz



Trio Sonata No. 1 in B-flat
for Oboes and Basso Continuo

Georg Friederich Händel

Adagio – Allegro – Largo – Allegro

Allen Bishop, oboe
Thom Hiniker, oboe
John Osborn, cello

Jan Matson, harpsichord

History of the Tango
Astor Piazzolla

I. Bordello 1900
II. Café 1930 

Kathleen Covalt, violin
Ben Gateño, guitar
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Quintet for Oboe, 3 Horns,
and Bassoon

Ludwig van Beethoven

I. Allegro

Allen Bishop, oboe
Greg Beckwith, horn
Corey Henke, horn
Allyson Partin, horn

Cindy Bailey, bassoon

Suite from the Monteregian Hills
Morley Calvert

I. La Marche
II. Chanson Mélancolique

III. Valse Ridicule
 

David Wall, trumpet
Larry Prescott,

trumpet
Greg Beckwith, horn

Peter Enblom,
trombone

Charles Wazanowski, tuba

Quartet No. 12 in F Major,
Op. 96, "American"

Antonin Dvorak

I. Allegro ma non troppo

Rosewood String Quartet:
Claire Loudon, violin

Elise Parker, violin
Elizabeth Loudon, viola

Diane Loudon, cello
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